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October 19, 1990
PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL AIMS TO IMPROVE UM'S PUBLIC SERVICE 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana President's Council, newly established 
by President George Dennison, met Oct. 19-20 to learn more about the 
university and suggest ways to improve its public service.
The group's goals mesh with those suggested by the Montana 
Education Commission for the Nineties and Beyond, says Sheila 
Stearns, UM vice president for university relations.
In its report, "Crossroads," the commission recommended "the 
Montana University system maintain and expand its role of research 
and public service programs to meet the state's economic and 
community development needs."
During their first meeting, members of the President's Council 
took part in a round-table discussion with UM Local Executive Board 
members, appointed by the governor. They also met with Dennison, 
other members of the administration and the deans.
In addition, economics Professor Dick Barrett told them about 
UM's lecture series on state tax reform; Kay Lutz-Ritzheimer 
described the Montana Entrepreneurship Center; and fine arts school 
Dean Jim Kriley discussed the Montana Repertory Theatre and the arts 
in Montana.
The council members, who serve three-year terms, represent a
more
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geographical and professional cross section of Montanans. On the 
council are Local Executive Board members Bob Griel, Alex Stepanzoff 
and Arlene Breum of Missoula and fellow Missoulians Gene O'Hara, 
executive vice president of St. Patrick Hospital; Kermit Schwanke, 
Montana University System regent; Beryl Stover, certified public 
accountant with Junkeraier, Clark, Campanella, Stevens; and Jeff 
Smith, chief executive officer of KYLT-radio.
Three members are from Great Falls: Gary Moseman, editor of the
Great Falls Tribune; pharmacist Bill Sybrant; and Larry Williams, 
superintendent of local schools.
Also on the council are Russ Ritter of Helena, Caroll College's 
vice president for college relations; George Ostrom, general manager 
and news director at KOFI-radio in Kalispell; state Sen. Ethel 
Harding of Poison; Joe McDonald, president of Salish Kootenai College 
in Pablo; Blaine Bloomgren, timberlands manager for Champion 
International Corp. in Mi11town; Jean Dahlman of Forsyth, who's been 
active with the UM-based Montana Committee for the Humanities; Sam 
Noel, a banker in Hamilton; Sara Alice Anderson of Ronan, who retired 
from teaching at Missoula's Sentinel High School; Paul Fasting, dean 
of students at Dawson Community College in Glendive; and Bill and 
Marian Cook, owners of Cook Ranches in Belgrade.
Stearns expects participation in the council to grow.
Eventually, the group might include as many as 30 members, she says.
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